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Dear Students,

We are excited to introduce you to a special project of the Wichita Falls Alliance for Arts and Culture
honoring an amazing person named Charlye Ola Farris. Before we dive into her story, let us tell you a
bit about us.

The Texas Bar Foundation was started in 1965 by a group of 255 lawyers who wanted to help ensure
that everyone received fair treatment under the law in Texas. They aimed to assist those who might not
have access to legal assistance, ensure the justice system works well, and encourage people to learn
more about the law. The Texas Bar Foundation fulfills its mission by providing funding to various
nonprofits for all kinds of projects, including the one you are about to read. Since its creation, the
Texas Bar Foundation has given more than $27 million to different charities across Texas to support
these goals.

We are proud to share with you the life of Charlye Ola Farris. She was an incredible woman and the
first African American woman licensed to practice law in the state of Texas. Not only was she a
groundbreaking attorney, but she was also the first African American to serve as a judge in the South.
Throughout her career, she was awarded and recognized by multiple institutions, including us. 

In 2004, the Texas Bar Foundation gave her the Outstanding 50-Year Lawyer Award. This award is
given to lawyers who have practiced for 50 years or more and have consistently followed the highest
principles and traditions of the legal profession.

We hope that learning about Ms. Farris's life and her many contributions will inspire you to dream big
and work hard. Maybe one day, you will become an incredible attorney just like her!

Enjoy her story and let it inspire you!

A LETTER FROM THE TEXAS BAR FOUNDATION
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1929-1953

TH E  L EG ENDS  PROJECT

Like many of you, Charlye Farris grew up and
went to school in North Texas. She worked
hard and became the valedictorian of her
high school. She went on to college and law
school and became a lawyer who made a
significant impact on the legal field.

Her legacy is part of the larger movement for
civil rights in America, which sought to
ensure equal rights for all citizens.
Throughout her career, Ms. Farris worked
hard for fairness and justice. She even
helped with landmark legal cases like Brown
v. Board of Education, which led to the
desegregation of schools across the country.

In this publication, you'll find a timeline of
Ms. Farris’s life alongside key moments from
the civil rights movement. This timeline will
help you understand the changes that were
happening in our country while Ms. Farris
was making history.

JUNE 30, 1929
Charlye Ola Farris is born to
Roberta and James Randolph
Farris. 

OCTOBER 29, 1929
The stock market crashes
marking the beginning of the
Great Depression.

DECEMBER 1944

Ms. Farris graduates  from
Booker T. Washington High
School in Wichita Falls at the
age of 15 as valedictorian.

JANUARY 1945
Ms. Farris enrolls at Prairie
View State Normal &
Industrial College, an
Historically Black College. In
1973, the Texas Legislature
changed the name of the
institution to Prairie View
A&M University.

SEPTEMBER 2, 1945
World War II ends. Black
soldiers return home to face
segregation.
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1947
At the age of 18, Ms. Farris
graduates from Prairie View
State Normal & Industrial
College with her Bachelor of
Arts in political science.

After college, Ms. Farris
spends a year teaching, before
pursuing a career in law. She
attends the University of
Denver for one year then
transfers to Howard University
in Washington, D. C.

1948 - 1949

JULY 1948
President Harry Truman signs an
Executive Order desegregating
the United States. Armed Forces.
Full integration, would not occur
until the Korean War which
began in 1950. 

H O N O R I N G  T H E  L I F E  O F  C H A R L Y E  O L A  F A R R I S

Courtesy of the Farris Family

A complaint is filed in U.S.
District Court for the Northern
District of Texas in Wichita Falls
on behalf of six African American
students who have been denied
admission to Hardin Junior
College, then a division of
Midwestern State University.

FALL 1951
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Courtesy of the Farris Family

Ms. Farris's roommate at
Howard is Houston native
Gloria Katrina Bradford.
Bradford is the first African
American woman to graduate
from the University of Texas
School of Law and the first to
try a case in Harris County
District Court in 1954.

Photo: The University of Texas
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1953-1964

This made it possible for Ms. Farris to
rent an office right across the street
from the Wichita County Courthouse in
downtown Wichita Falls. 

The act protects voting rights and
makes it illegal for employers to treat
people unfairly because of their race,
gender, religion, or where they come
from. 

It also stops segregation and
discrimination in public places, schools,
and any group that gets money from the
government. 

As you read, look for these words in the articles.
Highlight or underline them when you find them. 

Valedictorian - A valedictorian is the student with
the highest grades in their graduating class. This
student usually gives a special speech at the
graduation ceremony.

Discrimination - Unfair treatment of people based
on characteristics such as race, gender, religion, or
age, rather than on individual merit.

Segregation - The separation of people, such as in
schools, housing, and other public spaces, based
on race or ethnicity. Desegregation is the process
of ending the separation and bringing people
together.

Civil Rights Movement - A social and political
movement in the United States aimed at ending
discrimination and ensuring equal rights for all
citizens.

Brown v. Board of Education - a  court case that
changed American schools. Before this case, some
schools in the United States were segregated. The
Supreme Court dedicided that all kids, no matter
their skin color, could go to school together and
get a good education. 

  gends, Too!Children are Legend  en are L  Childr   L nds  T o!ren are egen  Too!hildren are egends, Too!  egends,   egend  Childre    Chil   L  Too!ren are e  Toe   g s, o!Children are Legends, Too!
Lots of children were also heroes during this time. Ruby Bridges, at just
six years old, changed history by showing the world what bravery looks
like. In 1960, Ruby became the first African American student to attend
an all-white elementary school in the South. Ruby showed that
children can be legends, too!

Every day, four federal marshals walked her to school to keep her safe from the crowds of people who did
not want her there. Ruby was the only student in her class, ate lunch alone, and sometimes played with
her teacher at recess. She went to school every day that year. Her actions remind us that anyone, no
matter their age, can make a difference.

President Lyndon B. Johnson signs
the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

The Act is often called one of the
most important U.S. laws on civil
rights. 

It gave African Americans access
to all areas of public life, including
the ability to rent a house or office
without discrimination.

NOVEMBER 14, 1960

Associated Press

NOVEMBER 12, 1953

After passing the bar exam,
Ms. Farris is sworn into the
Texas Bar Association,
becoming the first African
American woman to be a
licensed attorney in the state
of Texas.

SUMMER OF 1954 

The first African American
students enroll at Midwestern
State University. 

JULY 7, 1954

Ms. Farris opens a law office
on the Eastside of Wichita
Falls. President Eisenhower signs

the Civil Rights Act of 1957
into law. The law allows
federal prosecution of those
who suppress another’s right
to vote. 

SEPTEMBER 9, 1957
FEBRUARY 1955 

Members of the Wichita Co.
Bar Association elect Ms.
Farris to serve as County Judge
Pro-Tem, making her the first
African American to serve as a
judge in the South since
Reconstruction. 

AUGUST 28, 1963
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
delivers his “I Have a Dream”
speech in Washington D.C. to
more than 250,000 people. 

Separate drinking fountains
and restrooms for “white
and ‘colored’ people” are
removed from the Wichita
County Courthouse.

1962

JULY 2, 1964

Charlye Farris at the Wichita County Courthouse.

MAY 17, 1954

The U.S. Supreme Court rules  
that racial segregation in
public schools is not allowed.
Five cases were consolidated
into Brown v. Board of
Education. 

Getty Images

The Wichitan, 1954

1953
Ms. Farris' civil rights class
works on the landmark racial
desegregation case, Brown v.
Board of Education. Thurgood
Marshall, George E. C. Hayes,
and James M. Nabrit, Jr.,
rehearsed their U.S. Supreme
Court arguments in front of
her class. 
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Understanding Key Terms:

“It takes courage to stand up for what you believe in ,
even when others are against you.” - Ruby Bridges

Getty Images



1965-1973

1973

One part of a lawyer’s job is going to court to
argue for their client. A judge or jury then
decides if the client is right or wrong based on
what both sides say. If a lawyer doesn’t go to
court, they help the people involved come to an
agreement. 

Lawyers also write important documents like
contracts and wills.

MARCH 7, 1965
Civil rights marchers in
Alabama are brutally beaten
by law enforcement officers
on Selma’s Edmund Pettus
Bridge. The day, known as
Bloody Sunday, became a
turning point in the fight for
voting rights. 

APRIL 4, 1968
Martin Luther King, Jr. is
assassinated on the balcony of
his hotel room in Memphis,
Tennessee. James Earl Ray is
convicted of murdering Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1969. APRIL 11, 1968

President Johnson signs the
Fair Housing Act of 1968,
providing equal housing
opportunity regardless of
race, religion, or national
origin.

1969
Ms. Farris joins the Board of
Directors of the Wichita Falls
Symphony Orchestra. In 1970,
legendary musician Duke
Ellington plays with the local
orchestra.

JANUARY 10, 1973

Barbara Jordan is sworn in as
the first Southern African
American woman elected to
the United States House of
Representatives. SUMMER 1973

Ms. Farris is selected as acting
District Judge of the 78th
District Court in Wichita
County. 

Courtesy of the Farris Family

Ms. Farris becomes a mother,
adopting her son, Troy. He is
now an educator with Wichita
Falls ISD.

WHAT DOES A LAWYER DO? 

To become a lawyer, a person needs a lot of
education. In the United States, students usually
attend four years of college and take a test called
the Law School Admission. Law school typically
requires three years of study. When they finish, they
get a degree called a Juris Doctor. Next, they must
pass test called the bar exam in the state where they
want to work.

Many lawyers in the United States specialize in
certain areas of the law. Examples of law specialties
are criminal, divorce, corporate, and personal injury.
Other lawyers are involved in general practice which
covers many areas of the law.

HOW DO YOU BECOME A LAWYER?

WHAT IS A LAWYER?

Lawyer?

A lawyer is a professional who is trained in the rules
made by the government called laws. A lawyer  gives
advice on legal problems and uses the law to help
with specific cases.

Adapted from Britannica Kids

WORD SEARCH
To find the words in the list below search up, down,
forward, backward, and on the diagonal. Circle them or
cross them out as you find them.

F ESJ ZIZ WTU YC

P VSE LUA LCY RG

U BXX FFI DJD CQ

Q LRY GYE WAI YZ

I TRI RGV SIL HH

E SYB EIL AYR LL

N ZWN NTF CAY HY

U MAW ETG YTQ EL

S IEG NAE OGR AT

A BCC NMA ETC FY

L UHD DZC ROS AG

I WIQ FAY CRB RA

T ZEZ EZL ENS RL

Y NVC ZDN UEV IJ

K SEC KQN BYO SN

P XB

P AG

I OJ

R EF

W CI

I DE

N LU

A RL

S ED

T QL

I HQ

O OD

N MI

N GR

I JL

CHARLYE FARRIS
CIVIL RIGHTS
LAWYER
DESEGREGATION
ATTORNEY
JUDGE
LEGACY

LEGEND
EQUALITY
JUSTICE
ACHIEVE
PIONEER
LEADER
INSPIRATION

AP  Images

National Museum of American History

Associated Press
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2006
Ms. Farris is appointed to the
Board of Regents of Midwestern
State University, a school she
was not allowed to attend
decades earlier. She would serve
as Regent until 2010. 

OCTOBER 30, 2021

2003
Ms. Farris is awarded the
"Margaret Brent Women
Lawyers of Achievement
Award," which recognizes the
accomplishments of female
lawyers who have paved the
way to success for other
women lawyers. 

2004

MSU Texas dedicates the
Charyle O. Farris Social Justice
Resource Center at
Midwestern State University. 

20002000
The Wichita County Bar
Association establishes a
scholarship in Ms. Farris'
honor.

Ms. Farris as she receives the
"Outstanding 50 Year Lawyer
Award" from the Texas Bar
Foundation. The award
recognizes attorneys whose
practice spanned fifty years.

FEBRUARY 23, 2011
Ms. Farris is honored with a
state historical marker in front
of the Wichita Co.
Courthouse.

FEBRUARY 18, 2010
Charlye Ola Farris dies at the
age of 80. Her celebration of
life is held at First United
Methodist Church on February
24, 2010. The Mount Pleasant
Baptist Church Choir sang
some of her favorite hymns.
The sanctuary was filled with
family and friends, including
several men who attended law
school with Ms. Farris at
Howard University. 

Boxing legend Muhammad Ali was a fighter -
not just inside the ring, but also outside it for
religious and civil rights. In 2012, he received
the Liberty Medal for his long-time role as an
advocate for humanitarian causes, civil rights,
and religious freedom. 

Ms. Farris met the Olympic gold medalist
(pictured left)  in 1965 at the National Bar
Association Convention.

MUHAMMAD ALI

Barbara Jordan grew up in Houston, TX. She was
a U.S. lawyer, educator, and politician. From
1973 to 1979 she served in the U.S. Congress as a
representative from Texas. Jordan was the first
African American congresswoman to come from
the South.

Jordan received many honors, including Time
magazine’s women of the year and one of the 25
most influential women in America.

BARBARA JORDAN

THURGOOD MARSHALL
The first Black justice appointed to the United
States Supreme Court, where he served from
1967 to 1991. Earlier in his career, Marshall was a
pioneering civil rights attorney who
successfully argued the landmark case Brown v.
Board of Education, a major step in the fight to
desegregate American schools. The 1954 Brown
decision is considered one of the most
significant civil rights victories of the 20th
century.

Gloria Bradford was the first African American
woman to graduate from the University of
Texas Law School. Throughout her pioneering
career, she also became the first African
American woman to try a case in Harris County
District Court. During her time in Washington,
D.C., she was roommates with Charlye O. Farris,
who inspired her to pursue a career in law.

GLORIA KATRINA BRADFORD

        EXTEND YOUR LEARNING       
A powerful journey that explores the
Civil Rights Movement in 1950s-1960s
America with a collection of poetry
and historical photos.

AND WE RISE: THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT IN POEMS
Erica Martin

In January of 1963, Sharon Robinson,
daughter of baseball Legend Jackie
Robinson, turned thirteen Her memoir
recounts some of the most important
events of the era.

CHILD OF THE DREAM: 
A MEMOIR OF 1963
Sharon Robinson

A glimpse into the boyhood of Civil Rights
leader John Lewis. When John is put in
charge of the family farm's flock of
chickens, he discovers that they make a
wonderful congregation!

WE DREAM A WORLD
Yolanda Renee King

PREACHING TO THE CHICKENS
Jabari Asim

Yolanda King, granddaughter of Dr. Martin
Luther and Coretta Scott King, shows the
world that young people are strong
enough to carry on their family’s legacy
while creating a new path for themselves.

Legendary Connections...



The Wichita Falls Alliance for Arts and Culture is
honored to celebrate the incredible legacy of
Charlye O. Farris with a  sculpture located at the
Wichita County Courthouse. The sculpture pays
tribute to her remarkable achievements and her
impact on our community and beyond.

This project was initiated by Judge Woody Gossom,
whose deep appreciation for Farris's contributions
led him to approach the Wichita Falls Alliance for
Arts and Culture. The project has been supported by
Wichita County, the Texas Bar Foundation, the
National Endowment for the Arts, The James N.
McCoy Foundation, and many other generous
donations from people across the country.

The sculpture reflects The Alliance’s commitment to
honoring those who contributed to making our
region a better place to live. The legacy of Charlye
Farris is a powerful reminder of the difference one
person can make in their city.

Lubbock-based Master Sculptor Eddie Dixon has created a
special sculpture for our community. Mr. Dixon is a
talented artist who started his career with a big project: a
sculpture of Eugene Bullard, the only Black fighter pilot
during World War I. This artwork is now part of the
Smithsonian Air and Space Museum.

Mr. Dixon is known for his careful attention to detail. He
makes sure every part of his sculptures looks just like the
real person or event. 

You can find Mr. Dixon’s work in national historical sites,
the Pentagon, West Point, and war memorials and national
parks across the United States. His sculptures are also
displayed in more than 50 countries around the world.

Eddie Dixon’s new sculpture in Wichita Falls helps us
remember important people and events in history. We are
excited to have his work inspire and educate us for years to
come.

MEET THE ARTIST:
EDDIE DIXON
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CHARLYE FARRIS 
SCULPTURE PROJECT



Materials:

2 cups salt
1 cup corn starch
Water
Microwave

2 microwavable bowls
Spoon or spatula
Wax paper/parchment paper
Plastic Wrap or bag

MICROWAVABLE “VICTORIAN SALT CLAY” RECIPE

C R E A T I N G  T H E  B U S T

Cardboard
Mirror or reference photos
Air-dry clay
Sculpting “tools” (toothpicks, plasticware, pencils, straws, or your hands.)

1) Prepare Your Workspace - Set up a clean table. Make sure there’s no dust or dirt.
Use only a small piece of clay at a time. Keep the rest wrapped in plastic so it doesn’t
dry out.

2) Work the Clay - Knead the clay with your hands to make it soft or roll the clay into
long skinny ropes.Try to avoid making air pockets because they can cause cracks later.

1) Mix the Ingredients  - In a microwavable bowl, mix 2 cups of salt and 2/3 cup of water. Heat in
the microwave until the mixture is hot, but not boiling.

2) Prepare the Cornstarch Mixture - Mix 1 cup of cornstarch and 1/2 cup of cold water in a
separate bowl. This should make a rubbery mixture.

3) Combine and Heat - Pour the cold cornstarch mixture into it and stir. If it’s not thick and
paste-like, microwave for 20 seconds and stir again. Repeat until it looks like sticky mashed
potatoes.

4) Knead the Clay - Dump the mixture onto wax paper or parchment. Knead the clay while it is
warm, but not hot. You can use the clay right away, or wrap it tightly in plastic wrap to store.
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CREATE YOUR OWN SCULPTURE
Sculptor Eddie Dixon created the bronze sculpture below titled ‘Old Soldier Rains of ’75.’ A bust is a portrait featuring only the
upper chest, shoulders, neck, and head.  You can create your own self-portrait “busts” using homemade, air-dry clay:

3) Shape the Shoulders and Neck - Start by shaping the shoulders and neck. Attach your sculpture to a cardboard base by
spreading the bottom edge onto the cardboard to make it stable. Add more clay where needed by gently pressing and blending
the edges.

4) Sculpt the Head - Make a ball of clay for the head, about half as wide as the shoulders. Look at your reference photos or
mirror to stay on track.

5) Add Facial Features - Add clay to form the brow bones, cheeks, nose, jaw, and chin. Check your reflection or photos often.
Add eyes, lips, ears, and hair. 

6) Attach the Head - You may want to insert a toothpick or a thin stick into the neck for support. Line up the head and press it
down onto the toothpick. Blend the clay from the neck onto the head smoothly.

7) Finishing Touches - Make any final adjustments while the clay is still wet. Let your sculpture dry at room temperature for a
couple of days. Once dry, you can seal it with a clear coat to keep it safe.

MATERIALS :



DISCOVER L O C A L  L E G E N D S
I N  Y O U R

Anngienetta Johnson
 Engineer

Wichita Falls

E.J. Carrion 
Entrepreneur
Burkburnett

Hellen Reasoner 
Petroleum Landman

Burkburnett

1) Start by thinking about interesting people in your community’s
history. Consider local heroes, artists, athletes, or pioneers. Need
ideas? Ask your parents, grandparents, teachers, or neighbors for
stories about notable people from your town.

2) Use books, websites, and interviews to gather clues about your
chosen individual. Take notes on important details such as their
birthplace, achievements, and their impact on the community.

3) Decide how you want to reveal your detective discoveries. Will you
write an exciting report, make a colorful poster, or create a fun video? 

C I T Y

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE YOUR INVESTIGATION

What made this person special or important?
How did they impact the community or you?
What are some interesting facts about their life?
Why did you choose this person?
How can their achievements inspire others?

While we often think of famous people from history or
celebrities as legends, a legend can also be someone who
makes a difference in our lives. 

Who do you know that has made a positive impact on your
life? It could be someone who has helped you, taught you
something important, or inspired you. Maybe it’s a family
member, a teacher, or a community leader.

Write a short story about a legend in your life. Include
examples of what this person has done to make a
difference and why you admire them.

Draw a picture of your legend to include in your story.
Think about what they look like or what they do that makes
them special. If you have a photograph of this person, you
can use it as a reference for your drawing.

Get ready to become a history detective and uncover the fascinating account of a notable person from
your community! This person could be famous, have done something amazing, or have a story that
deserves to be told.

James Dixon
NFL Player

Vernon

Delfina Palacios Martinez
Educator

Wichita Falls

Edward Givens, Jr.
Astronaut
Quanah
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VIEW EDUCATOR
RESOURCE GUIDE :



Texas Women’s Hall of Fame
University of North Texas
Blagg-Huey Library
307 Administration D 
Denton, TX 76201
twu.edu/twhf

Dallas Civil Rights Museum
MLK Community Center
2922 MLK Boulevard, #101
Dallas, Texas 75215
(214) 769-0981
DallasMLKCenter.com

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
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Museum of North Texas History
720 Indiana Ave
Wichita Falls, TX 76301
 (940) 322-7628
museumofnorthtexashistory.org

Juanita Craft Civil Rights House
2618 Warren Avenue
Dallas, TX 75215
Open by Appointment.
(214) 670-3687
JuanitaCraftHouse.org

Texas Women’s Hall of Fame
In 2021, Charlye Farris was inducted into the Texas Women’s Hall of Fame,
which honors women who have made remarkable achievements in different
areas, including the arts, community service, education, leadership, health,
science, and business. Inductees range from former First Ladies and astronauts
to entrepreneurs and Olympic athletes.

Ms. Farris was inducted alongside another remarkable North Texas Native,
Major General Dawn Ferrell. Now retired, General Ferrell was the Assistant
Adjunct General – Air for the Texas National Guard. General  Ferrell was
responsible for formulating, developing, and coordinating all programs,
policies, and plans for three Wings and more than 3,300 Air National Guard
personnel throughout the state of Texas.

She earned her bachelor’s degree in social science in 1988 and her master’s
degree in rehabilitation counseling in 1996 from Midwestern State
University in Wichita Falls. She also earned a Ph.D. from the University of
North Texas in Denton.
 

xplore Museums in Your Area!plore Museums in Your Area!Explo  M  i  Y  A !xplore eums  Your reExp or  Museums in our ea!xplo e useums in ur ea!Explor     E  M   Y  !  i  Your Ar eums    Mus  in  ea!e e   Yo  ea!Explore Museums in Your Area!
The Regional Museum Network is designed to advance the culture and heritage of
North Texas. Explore nonprofit museums across nine counties: Archer, Baylor,
Clay, Jack, Hardeman, Montague, Wichita, Wilbarger, and Young Counties. These
impressive collections showcase art, artifacts, natural history, and so much more.

Find North Central Texas Museums: RegionalMuseumNetwork.com
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Our Mission:     The Wichita Falls Alliance for Arts and Culture supports,
promotes, and cultivates the arts as essential elements of preserving
local heritage, contributing to the economy, and stimulating creativity in
Wichita Falls and the surrounding communities.
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Diann Taylor 
Richard Young
Lindsay Lewis, City of Wichita Falls
Paul Clark, Director Emeritus 
David Wolverton, Director Emeritus
Ann Arnold-Ogden, Executive Director
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