
Lesson Plan: Imagination Parade 

Introduction to Community Engagement through Sculpture 

Meets the learning standards for grades 4-5 (can be adapted)   
Media Type: Cardboard and Papier Mâché 

Subject Integration: Fine Arts, English Language Arts, Social Studies, Math 

 

 
 
  

Description of the Activities/Workshop: Using Artistic and Social Studies lenses to explore collaboration 
and community engagement; Using fine motor skills, observation, form, and color to create large-
scale sculptures as parade floats.  

Why am I teaching this: Arts Integration Thread (to catalyze the learning of content outside of art), Art 
Skills Development Thread (to deepen the development of art making skills)  

Materials: writing materials, paper, newsprint/craft paper, cardboard, glue/flour, water, salt, masking 
tape, markers or paint and brushes, plastic wrap, misc. (balloons, empty water bottles, sticks, 
aluminum foil, etc.) 

Special Equipment: hot glue gun (optional), scissors, craft knife (optional) 
TEKS:  

• 110.6/110.7 knowledge and skills 1, 2, 3, 12 

• 111.6 knowledge and skills 1, 4, 6, 8 
• 111.7 knowledge and skills 1, 5, 7 

• 113.15 knowledge and skills 15, 16, 17, 19, 20 

• 113.16 knowledge and skills 16, 23, 24 



• 117.114/117.117 knowledge and skills 1, 2, 3, 4  
•  

Lesson/Activity provides exposure and interaction to 10 New Vocabulary Words/Concepts:   
Parade, Accessible, Collaboration, Armature, Parade Float, Proportion, Papier mâché, Cardinal 
Directions, Parallel, Perpendicular 

  
 Focus Question:  How can we use parades and parade floats as a way of building community? 

 
Opening:  

1. Ask learners if they have ever attended a parade, participated in one, or seen one on TV. Ask 
learners to list as many different parades as they can think of. What do these parades have in 
common? What is different about them? 

 
In this photo, the Wichita Falls Fire and Police Museum participates in the City Lights Parade. 
Learn more about this rolling museum HERE. https://wichitafallsarts.org/museums/wichita-
falls-fire-police-museum/ (photo courtesy of Downtown Wichita Falls Development 
https://downtownwf.com/  
 

  
Activity 1:   

1. Provide learners with the following article and instruct them to make notes of concepts about 
geography, economics, culture, and tradition.   https://www.insureandgo.com.au/travel-
hub/biggest-and-best-parades.jsp 

2. Ask learners to imagine they are planning a small parade that celebrates their community, 
family, or friends. Would it be a birthday parade? Would it celebrate a seasonal event? Would 
the parade be inspired by nature? Would the parade be a celebration of accomplishment?  

https://wichitafallsarts.org/museums/wichita-falls-fire-police-museum/
https://wichitafallsarts.org/museums/wichita-falls-fire-police-museum/
https://downtownwf.com/
https://www.insureandgo.com.au/travel-hub/biggest-and-best-parades.jsp
https://www.insureandgo.com.au/travel-hub/biggest-and-best-parades.jsp


3. Ask learners to verbalize their understanding of the term collaboration and give examples. Ask 
learners to think about the people they know who have talents or skills that could add to the 
parade (Gymnasts? Dancers? Skate boarders? Musicians?)  

Activity 2:  
4. Now it is time to plan the imaginary parade route! Allow learners to view the full city map and 

then print the sheet page of their neighborhood. If learners live in Wichita Falls, they can use 
this link to find a neighborhood map to plan their route: 
http://www.wichitafallstx.gov/718/City-Map-Book .   

5. Ask learners to use their map reading and math skills to plot a route that: 
a.  Is between .5-1 mile long and ends at the same place it started. 
b.  Does not interfere with essential businesses (hospitals, pharmacies, grocery stores, fire 

stations, EMS stations), and instruct learners to mark these locations on their maps. 
c.  Does not cover the same path twice.  
d. Is accessible to the maximum people possible who would benefit from a celebration. 

6. Guide learners in the following calculations: 
a. What is the distance of your parade route? 
b. If a parade float travels at 3 miles per hour, how long (time) will it take for one float to 

complete the route?  
c. If there are ten different floats in the parade, and they are spaced half a block apart, 

how much time will pass between the first float starting and the last float completing 
the route? 

7. Instruct learners to write a short news story about their imaginary parade. The news story 
should include the name/theme of the parade, participating people/groups, starting and ending 
time, and the exact parade route with step-by-step instructions that use cardinal directions, 
and descriptors like parallel and perpendicular.  

Activity 3: 
8. Share this video of the Corso Zundert flower parade in the Netherlands: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc5WrBe5kzI  
9. Invite discussion and observations about these parade floats. What do the learners find 

inspiring? What are some of the limitations/challenges of working with fresh flowers? What 
kind of impact do they think this parade has on the community? 

10. Share this video of the Alebrije Parade in Mexico City: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UY9OWNP4_Ws 

11. Invite discussion and observations about these parade floats. What do learners find inspiring? 
What are the differences they can observe between the flower floats and the papier mâché 
floats? What are some of the advantages of using papier mâché? 

Activity 4: (learners may work independently or in teams) 
12. Time to make a parade float sculpture! With cardboard and papier mâché the sky is the limit. 

Have learners sketch their parade float and indicate what available materials it could be made 
from (one giant box? Many boxes connected? An armature of sticks and balloons wrapped in 
foil and papier mâché? Empty soda bottles? cardboard paper rolls? Pool floaties?) Learners 
should pay special attention to proportion when working on a large scale. *Pro Tip: if you are 
constructing your parade float sculpture indoors, ensure it is no wider or taller than the 
doorway! 

http://www.wichitafallstx.gov/718/City-Map-Book
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc5WrBe5kzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UY9OWNP4_Ws


 
13. To create a sturdy float sculpture, learners must create an armature (which functions like a 

skeleton) to hold the general shape. This can be accomplished with cardboard, sticks, PVC, wire 
hangers, etc. This video will be helpful for cardboard construction: 
https://youtu.be/p4dnHdwZM6w 

14. To add volume to the float sculpture without adding much weight, learners might use 
aluminum foil, balloons, or empty water bottles.  

     
15. Now it is time for papier mâché! This video is helpful for papier mâché construction: 

https://youtu.be/LiSMinmcN4c 

https://youtu.be/p4dnHdwZM6w
https://youtu.be/LiSMinmcN4c


   

    
16. After covering the entire sculpture in at least three layers of papier mâché, learners will get to 

paint and decorate their float to complete their artistic vision. * *Pro Tip: papier mâché is not 
weather resistant and cannot survive outside for long. A protective coat of oil-based enamel 
(preferably boat/yacht enamel) is the best chance of weatherproofing, but it is not a fool-proof 
solution and would require adult supervision.) 

17. Share this article with learners about creativity and flexibility when New Orleans shifted the 
focus from their world-famous Mardi-Gras parade to the creation of House Floats! 
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/16/967761058/in-a-year-without-parades-mardi-gras-in-new-
orleans-is-all-about-house-floats  

 
 

Review of Vocabulary for this Lesson: 
Parade- a group of people marching in a ceremony, celebration, or protest. ... Parade is also a verb, 
meaning to walk or march ostentatiously. 

https://www.npr.org/2021/02/16/967761058/in-a-year-without-parades-mardi-gras-in-new-orleans-is-all-about-house-floats
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/16/967761058/in-a-year-without-parades-mardi-gras-in-new-orleans-is-all-about-house-floats


Accessible- 1. able to be used, entered, reached, 2. suitable for disabled people to reach, enter, or 

use, as a result of design modifications, 3. readily understandable 

Collaboration- the action of working with someone to produce or create something. 
Armature- A metal or wood framework used to support a sculptor's clay, plaster, or wax model. 
Parade Float- A parade float is an elaborately decorated three-dimensional figure or scene, 
mounted on a wheeled chassis that participates in a procession as part of a specific celebration. 
Most parade floats are self-propelled, although they may also be towed by another vehicle or 
pulled by animals. 
Proportion- 1: to adjust (a part or thing) in size relative to other parts or things · 2: to make the 
parts harmonious or symmetrical 
Papier mâché (aka Paper Mache)- a malleable mixture of paper and glue, or paper, flour, and 
water, that becomes hard when dry. French, literally ‘chewed paper’. 
Cardinal Directions- The four cardinal directions or cardinal points are the directions of north, east, 
south, and west, commonly denoted by their initials: N, E, S, W. 
Parallel- (of lines, planes, surfaces, or objects) side by side and having the same distance 

continuously between them. 

Perpendicular- at an angle of 90° to a given line, plane, or surface. 

 
Share... Reflect!  How can we use our own artistic perspectives to positively contribute to our 
communities?  
  

Extending the lesson:   
Teachers and Parents, you and your young learners can find an opportunity to participate in the October 
2021 Los Muertos Parade here: https://forms.gle/1pRQ9YznRnttRhrk6  

And the December 2021 City Lights Parade here: https://forms.gle/oRQujrhb8EfFsJXXA 

 

https://forms.gle/1pRQ9YznRnttRhrk6
https://forms.gle/oRQujrhb8EfFsJXXA?fbclid=IwAR1FXJCz51m7un7WQhzej-iUmm-8G_fdWQ6vyvBBtTJ2MVbBRi50ZJHVa5E

