
Lesson Plan: The Golden Ticket 
Gold throughout Art History and the Search for Something Greater 

Meets the learning standards for grades 4-5 (can be adapted)  
Media Type: drawing, pantomime, and ephemeral  

Subject Integration: Fine Arts, English Language Arts and Reading, Social Studies, Science 
 

 

 

Description of the Activities/Workshop: An entire WEEK of activities introducing the origin, 
properties, and significance of Gold in history, art, science, and the creation and content of 
the Voyager Golden Record;  exploring the use of different methods and materials to 
communicate abstract concepts, composing a unique message about our individual 
natures. 

Why am I teaching this: Arts Integration Thread (to catalyze the learning of content outside of 
art), Art Skills Development Thread (to deepen the development of art-making skills) 

Materials: writing/drawing materials and almost anything else that can be shaped, stacked, or 
spread (e.g., sand, dirt, salt, dried grains, twigs, small rocks, leaves, etc.) 

TEKS: 110.7 knowledge and skills 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

 112.15/ 112.16 knowledge and skills 2, 3, 6, 7 

 113.15 knowledge and skills 7, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22 

 113.16 knowledge and skills 4, 12, 20, 21, 24, 25 

117.114/117.117 knowledge and skills 1, 2, 3, 4 

117.116/117.119 knowledge and skills 1, 2, 5 



 

Focus Question:  How does choice of materials communicate information about our lives and 
our reality? 

Day 1 

Opening:  

1. Ask learners if they have any preconceived ideas about gold. Where does it come from? 
How is it commonly used? Is its value purely aesthetic, or does it also have practical 
merit?  

Activity 1: 

1. Direct learners to this geological website: https://geology.com/minerals/gold.shtml. Ask 
them to create a list of 10 new facts that they learned from the source.  

2. But where does gold ORIGINALLY come from?  Encourage learners to speculate or 
reflect on their knowledge from Social Studies or Science classes. Share this video with 
learners  https://youtu.be/jf_4z4AKwJg. Discuss!  

3. Ask learners to create a fanciful and creative drawing interpreting how gold arrived on 
earth. Share and reflect. 

Day 2 

Activity 2: 

4. Invite learners to discuss any new or lingering ideas they are having about gold. Were 
they inspired or curious after the information from Day 1?  

5. Allow learners to independently read this article (link to age-appropriate document) 
based on an article by Jon Mann.  How many different techniques (e.g., sculpting, 
casting, leafing, etc.) can they identify for incorporating gold into artwork? What were 
common reasons artists throughout history used gold? Do the learners think that gold is 
necessary for the effectiveness of the artwork? Could other materials be as impactful? 
Why? 

6. Encourage learners to participate in an imaginative discussion of describing and 
designing artwork that would incorporate gold. Guide them in explaining their thinking 
and the symbolism. 

Day 3 

Activity 3: 

7. Ask learners if they have ever searched for gold. Were they successful? What places do 
learners associate with gold mining and production?  



8. Direct learners to this overview of where to find (and methods for mining) gold in Texas  
https://treasurepursuits.com/where-to-find-gold-in-texas/. Reflect! 

9. Allow learners to use their map-reading skills (https://www.tourtexas.com/texas-maps ) 
to locate and plot a course to one of the mining/panning locations mentioned in the 
previous article. What equipment would be needed to hunt for gold at that location? 
Ask learners to describe their understanding of the process. 

Activity 4: 

10. In 1977, "NASA placed a more ambitious message aboard Voyager 1 and 2, a kind of 
time capsule, intended to communicate a story of our world to extraterrestrials. The 
Voyager message is carried by a phonograph record, a 12-inch gold-plated copper disk 
containing sounds and images selected to portray the diversity of life and culture on 
earth." The Voyager Gold Record also includes a symbol representing the earth's exact 
location (i.e., a map). Based on our previous lessons, why do learners think that the 
record was made of gold? What properties or significance of gold would make it suitable 
for space travel? 

11. Allow learners time to independently search the pages on the NASA website dedicated 
to the Golden Records. https://voyager.jpl.nasa.gov/golden-record/ . Share… Reflect! 

Day 4 

Activity 5: 

12. Instruct learners to say their names and briefly describe themselves and their 
personality/interests/beliefs. Was it difficult to define themselves?  

13. Ask learners how they would communicate the same introduction and description to 
someone who speaks a different language.  Encourage learners to consider how to 
introduce themselves without words. Practice effective pantomime and test its 
effectiveness with a classmate or family member. Guide learners in rethinking and 
refining their strategies. 

14. What did we observe? What are the IMPORTANT concepts to communicate?  
15. Share this video explaining in-detail the function of the symbols on the Voyager Golden 

Record https://youtu.be/RRuovINxpPc. Discuss! 
 

Day 5 

Activity 6:  

16. Share this modern music and video remix of the Voyager Gold Record to set the tone for 
the day's learning. https://youtu.be/L6zulqXLPUw  

17.  Ask learners to discuss what important message they would wish to communicate 
about themselves to an extraterrestrial. Discuss how an unfamiliar language or 
physiology might create challenges for effective communication.  



18. Allow students to sketch a design that would convey their message. Share and discuss! 

Activity 7: 

19. Introduce a scenario where learners crash on a strange planet and need to send an S.O.S 
to any lifeforms passing by. What would that S.O.S look like? What would it be made 
from? 

20. Allow learners to create a model of their message using found-objects from their 
immediate environment. If it is possible to explore outside, they might want to draw in 
the dirt, stack rocks, or arrange different color leaves in a pattern. How effective were 
these materials? What were some challenges (e.g., wind, rain, isn't visible from a 
distance)?  

21. Ask learners what other materials they might use: Building blocks? Sand? Salt? Dried 
beans or rice? Encourage learners to experiment and find the best solution with their 
available resources.  

Closing:  

Share… Reflect! How does choice of materials communicate information about our lives and 
our reality? If you had limitless resources, what material would best represent your message? 

  

 

 


