
Lesson Plan: Acting Out 
Artistic Dialogue and Animal Behavior 

Meets the learning standards for grades 4-5 (can be adapted)  
Media Type: Engaging with Art 

Subject Integration: Fine Arts, English Language Arts, and Reading, Science 
 

 

Description of the Activities/Workshop:  Using pantomime, improvisation, and flow charts to 
explore animal behavior/communication; utilizing these tools to engage with works of art. 

Why am I teaching this: Arts Integration Thread (to catalyze the learning of content outside of 
art), Art Skills Development Thread (to deepen the development of art-making skills) 

Materials: writing/drawing materials  

TEKS: 110.7 knowledge and skills 1, 2, 3, 4 

112.15/112.16 knowledge and skills 2, 3, 9, 10 

117.114/117.117 knowledge and skills 1, 4 

117.116/117.119 knowledge and skills 1, 2, 3, 5 

Focus Question:  How can animal behavior inspire learners to pursue independent inquiry and 
unique artistic expressions? 

Opening:  

1. Ask learners about their existing knowledge of Prairie Dogs before sharing this video 
https://youtu.be/q05A6WJZ6ng. Discuss! 



Activity 1:  

In the scientific article “Cognition and Communication in Prairie Dogs,” The prairie dog 
specialist, C.N. Slobodchikoff wrote this about the advance communication within a colony: 

The alarm call system has proven to be a Rosetta Stone for deciphering the information 
encoded in prairie dog vocalizations. When a prairie dog detects a predator, he or she 
emits a call that alerts other prairie dogs to the presence of danger. 

Slobodchikoff provided fascinating flow charts illustrating the communication of various threats 
and the resulting action plans.  (learners may peruse the full article here 
https://stoppestinfo.com/images/PDF/SlobodchikoffCognition2002.pdf , if they choose) 

1. Ask learners if they have ever used or seen a flow chart and can think of any 
examples.   

2. Provide Slobodchikoff’s flow charts for the learners to study. Discuss! 

 



 



 

 

 



3. Guide learners in performing the different prairie dog responses to each specific 
threat. Encourage learners to adopt the role of the various threats and explain what 
the prairie dogs’ reactions would be in each situation. (*this activity can be 
performed alone or within a group, given instruction of policies regarding personal 
space and physical interaction) 

4. Instruct learners to use their writing materials to create a unique flowchart with a 
previously unlisted “threat” for prairie dogs to react. Challenge learners to create as 
many branches of responses and contingencies as they can.  

5. Compare. Discuss! 

Activity 2: 

6. Our friends at the Whiteside Museum of Natural History (https://www.wmnh.org) will have 
an exhibition of paintings by Teaching Artist AmbeR Day Scott from November 13,2020-
January 30, 2021. The paintings depict prairie dogs reacting to a total solar eclipse.  Ask 
learners to use their knowledge from the previous activity to speculate about how a prairie 
dog would respond to a very rare cosmic event. Discuss!  

7. Ask learners to study 3 of the paintings from the WMNH exhibition. What do they observe? 
What is happening in each painting? What element in the painting represents an eclipse? 
What are the prairie dogs doing? 
  

 

     

8. Instruct learners to select one of the three paintings as inspiration for a bit of creative 
writing. They may write a poem, song lyrics, a short story, a fairy tale, or a flow chart of 
responses. 

9. Share… discuss! Learners may upload examples of their creative writing or photos of 
themselves imitating prairie dog responses here https://wichitafallsarts.org/a-plus-
projects/lesson-plans-k-5/  



Closing: 

How does artistic engagement with science affect our comprehension? How do play and improvisation 
enrich the concepts? How can we utilize flow charts in more creative areas of our lives? Discuss! 


