
Lesson Plan: Tarantulas 
Weaving together Fiber Arts and the Texas Brown Tarantula 

Meets the learning standards for grades 4-5 (can be adapted)  
Media Type: drawing 

Subject Integration: Fine Arts, Science, Social Studies English Language Arts and Reading 
 

 

Description of the Activities/Workshop: Exploring the qualities and habits of Texas Brown 
Tarantulas; Drawing inspiration from ancient fiber arts to create Tarantula inspired 
artwork. 

Why am I teaching this: Arts Integration Thread (to catalyze the learning of content outside of 
art), Art Skills Development Thread (to deepen the development of art-making skills) 

Materials: Paper, different colors of drawing instruments (crayons/pens/markers/pencils), 
eraser, straight edge (many options: ruler, popsicle stick, the spine of a magazine, etc) 

TEKS: 110.7 knowledge and skills 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 

 112.15 knowledge and skills 3, 7, 9, 10 

112.16 knowledge and skills 3, 9, 10 

113.15 knowledge and skills 1, 4, 10, 11, 12, 19, 21, 22, 23 

113.16 knowledge and skills 1, 4, 5, 12, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 

117.14/117.17 knowledge and skills 1, 2, 3, 4 

 



Focus Question: How can the activities and qualities of the Texas Brown Tarantula serve as 
inspiration in art-making? 

Opening:  

1. Share this Creature Feature video from our friends at the River Bend Nature Center, in 
Wichita Falls: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5M2ALmarTHg&list=PL2hUi8CWJXbJPoWgtxqlmCb
j_YqZRjdoX 

Activity 1: 
2. Invite learners to share their experiences or ideas about tarantulas. 
3. Review this resource with learners: https://www.thoughtco.com/fascinating-facts-

about-tarantulas-1968545. Does it change their ideas about tarantulas? Allow learners a 
few minutes to independently conduct additional research on some of the facts listed.  

4. Learners will notice that spiders spin elaborate webs to catch prey. Tarantulas spin for 
different reasons…  Ask learners to draw comparisons between the function of tarantula 
webs and their equivalent in the human world (e.g. security system/security alarms, 
cozy rugs and artwork for home décor, baby blankets/crib) 

Activity 2: 
5. Humans have been weaving for thousands of years. Show learners this video about 

artist Porfirio Gutierrez weaving in the Zapotec tradition  https://youtu.be/b-
9RrN3mPcw 

6. Discuss: What do learners observe about the weaving process? What do they observe 
about the dying process? How did Gutierrez talk about the effects of commercialism on 
this ancient tradition?  

7. How did the industrial revolution affect the textile industry and the lives of traditional 
artisans? Lead learners in using their social studies terminology in the discussion: free-
market system, free enterprise, mass production, specialization, capitalism. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity 3: 
Learners will be creating drawings inspired by the spinning silk of tarantulas. There are 
endless possibilities for methods and projects, but we will demonstrate two categories: 
Freestyle and Geometric. 
 

Method 1: Freestyle Woven Drawing 
8. Instruct learners to use a pencil to lightly draw a simple shape on a blank piece of paper. 

The shape they choose should not require detailed internal designs. 

 

9. Learners next need to establish all the “anchor points” for their design. These are the 
points to which the strands of the weaving will connect. Anchor points do not have to be 

perfectly evenly spaced, but they do need to convey all the variations of the shape. 

 

10. Time to Weave! Learners will use a straight edge to precisely connect different anchor 
points. The goal is to convey the shape and color of the design while only making marks 
that connect anchor points. 



 

11. Learners may experiment with as many colors as they like. They may want to 
experiment with having a higher concentration of lines in some places while leaving 
other areas sparse. Does this create the illusion of volume and shadow? Discuss! 

      

12. Viola! Erase the original pencil drawing and anchor points so that the “weaving” is the 
only thing visible.  

Method 2: Geometric Woven Drawing 

13.  Instruct learners to use a pencil to lightly draw a simple geometric shape on a blank 
piece of paper. Selected shapes should be symmetrical (e.g. circle, square, triangle, 
hexagon). 

14. Learners next need to establish all the “anchor points” for their design. These are the 
points to which the strands of the weaving will connect. Anchor points should be evenly 
spaced around the entire shape. 



 

15. Learners will use a straight edge to connect an anchor point on one side of the shape to 
an anchor point on the opposite side. *it is important that the points are not connecting 
adjacent sides. Learners will move the straight edge to the next anchor point and line it 
up, crossing the first line and landing on the anchor point on the other side of the first 
line. By repeating this process and using precision to line up the points, a surprising 
geometric design will begin to form… 

   

 



16. Learners can now get more creative with the design. Encourage them to draw a line 
between anchor points that are further away (or closer together) and create a pattern 
of skipping anchor points or alternating colors.  

 

 

17. Challenge learners to create one more unique pattern over this drawing. 

 



 

18. Wow! What a cool woven drawing! Ask learners how they might carry this technique 
even further… 

Bonus Method of Freestyle Woven Drawing 

19. Can Learners use what they have practiced to create a great, hairy Texas Brown 
Tarantula? 

   



   

Closing:  

Share… Reflect!  

To further explore the relationship between arachnids and human weavers, check out the 
wonderfully illustrated book The Spider Weaver: A Legend of Kente Cloth, by Margaret 
Musgrove. Available at libraries, bookstores, and online! 


