
Lesson Plan: Mosaic Salamander 
Gaudí’s Multicolored Mosaic Salamander, aka “el drac” (the dragon) by Antoni Gaudí i Cornet 

Meets the learning standards for grades 4-5 (can be adapted) 
Media Type: Chalk Drawing 

Subject Integration: Fine Arts, English Language Arts and Reading, Science 
 

 
  
Description of the Activities/Workshop: Engage with a work of art by exploring rhythm of 
language, design and movement. 
Why am I teaching this: Arts Integration Thread (to catalyze the learning of content outside of 
art), Art Skills Development Thread (to deepen the development of art making skills)   
Materials: Writing materials, masking tape, sidewalk chalk, sidewalk (alternative: crayons, paper 
or cardboard.) 
TEKS:  110.7 knowledge and skills   1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 12 
 112.15/112.16 knowledge and skills 3, 9, 10 

117.14/117.17 knowledge and skills 1, 2, 3, 4,  
117.15/117.18 knowledge and skills 3, 4, 6 
117.16/117.19 knowledge and skills 2, 5,  

 
Focus Question: How does Gaudí’s multicolored mosaic salamander display visual rhythm, and 
how can we expand on that rhythm with language and movement? 
 
Opening:  

1. Allow students to explore and explain the definition of rhythm. They may use online or 
printed sources, and then reframe using their own words and examples.  

Activity 1: 
2. Introduce the salamander and ask students if they have ever seen a salamander in their 

back yards. 
3. Introduce exciting new terminology associated with salamanders. Encourage learners to 

practice pronouncing these terms and then spend some time exploring their rhythms 
through clapping and inflection: Amphibian, Aposematism, Batesian Mimicry, 
Regeneration, Tetrapod, Metamorphosis, Unken Reflex. 



4. Introduce learners to this online salamander resource: 
https://www.amphibianfact.com/salamanders. Have learners select different 
salamanders for further exploration, and compose a poem about their chosen 
specimen, demonstrating repeating rhythms and sounds.  

Activity 2: 
5. Ask learners to consider Gaudí’s multicolored mosaic salamander. When observing the 

multitude of small pieces of glass, stone, and other material, how did the artist 
demonstrate rhythm?  

6. Ask learners to count how many wavy lines they see in the design. How many blue tiles are in 
the orange wave that starts above the salamander’s eye? Imagine that each blue tile in the 
orange wave was a drumbeat and clap hands to find out how the imaginary drum would sound 
or feel. How many different interpretations can they come up with? 

7. Ask learners to think of the wavy lines in the design as if it were a dance move. What would the 
move look like? Are there other features and visual rhythms that could inspire a dance move? 

8. Play this video of Park Güell for learners. Encourage them to find the rhythm of the music and 
clap along. Invite them to explore movement and dance inspired by the images and music: 
https://youtu.be/H8sofjHtEq8 

Activity 3: 
9. Learners can use tape to create shapes on the sidewalk (*if outside time and sidewalk is not 

available, this project can be accomplished indoors on large pieces of paper or cardboard.) How 
many different shapes and sizes of shapes can be made? How can rhythm be conveyed in the 
chalk mosaic? Try to create a “beat” in the mosaic with the different shapes, density and sizes of 
shapes.  

 
 

10. Time for Color! Have learners consider Gaudí’s mosaic salamander and identify how he 
used color in his visual rhythm. 



  
11. Keep adding different colors and filling in the shapes. 

  
12. Remove the Tape and step back to admire your work. Viola! 

 

 
Closing: 
Share… Reflect!!! If you could ask Antoni Gaudí a question about his Multicolored Mosaic 
salamander what would it be?  
How long do you think it took Gaudí to make his salamander? 
If your chalk mosaic was a song what would it sound like?  
How many shapes did you make?  
Do any of the shapes repeat? 
If the repeating shapes in your mosaic were a dance what would it look like? 
 


