Lesson Plan: Plastic Flowers
Creating Works of Art from Plastic Bottles to Encourage Recycling
Meets the learning standards for grades 4-5 (can be adapted)
Media Type: Plastic Craft

Subject Integration: Fine Arts, English Language Arts and Reading, Science

Description of the Activities/Workshop: Introducing students to the issue of pollution, and
combating this issue through recycling. Pollution is an issue faced by most countries across the
world, both on land and in the water. Students can be taught to recycle plastics and other
materials by using them to create art.

Why am | teaching this: Arts Integration Thread (to catalyze the learning of content outside of
art), Art Skills Development Thread (to deepen the development of art making skills)

Materials: Plastic Bottles, Scissors/Exacto blade, hot glue/ super glue, pliers/tweezers, wire or
string, sharpie markers, paint, straws/twigs/pencils, candle or lighter, Paint brushes

TEKS: 110.7 knowledge and skills 1, 7, 12, 13
112.15 knowledge and skills 1, 2, 7, 9
112.16 knowledge and skills 1, 3,4, 7,9
117.14/117.17 knowledge and skills 1, 2, 4

Focus Question: How can creative expression be used to convey ideas about science/biology?

Opening:
Ask students what they know about pollution or littering and how it affects the world

Elaborate on answers they give.

Explain facts about pollution land/water and how we can combat this issue by recycling.

Activity 1:
Watch the following
Video: https://youtu.be/VUUUxOI715s
e Discuss previous questions on pollution in relation to plastic.

e Ask students to write down a list of creative ways in which plastic can be recycled.
e Have each student elaborate on one of their creative methods of recycling plastic




Activity 2:
Materials for Plastic Flowers

Plastic Bottles
Scissors/Exacto blade
hot glue/ superglue
pliers/tweezers

wire or string

sharpie markers

paint
straws/twigs/pencils
candle or lighter
Paint brushes

Instructions:
Place students in groups or allow to work individually

Give each group / individual scissors and plastic bottles. (Bottles may be any size.)

Instruct student to cut bottles along guidelines (hands on examples work best.) Cut off the
bottoms and tops of bottles.



Trim and cut the bottoms of the bottle and make a hole in the center.



Students may create as many petals as they choose.

Once done, use candle or lighter to heat the ends of each petal, plastic will start to curl or shrivel
instantly.



Pliers or tweezers can be used to shape petals as desired or plastic can be allowed to form
naturally.

Once done. Give each student sharpies or paint to give color to their flowers.



Cut bundle of string or wire and insert into center hole.
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Use hot glue or super glue to secure in place and to attach flower to stick/straw/pencil

Closing:
e Reflect! How Can we display these works of art?
e Ask learners what other projects can we make using what we learned about recycled
plastic art?
e Ask learners how they plan to use other materials that contribute to pollution to create
art?



